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Who we ar e
The United Way Women’s 
Leadership Council (WLC) is a 
philanthropic network of corporate 
and community leaders using 
their collective power to create 
meaningful social change in 
Chatham-Kent.

omen's Leadership Council
United Way of Chatham-Kent

What we do
We provide opportunities to 
improve the lives of women 
and their families in vulnerable 
situations, through financial 
resources and gifts of personal 
time and talent. The real strength 
of the Women’s Leadership 
Council is that we are flexible and 
practical so we are able to do what 
needs to be done to address gaps 
in funding as well as programs and 
services in Chatham-Kent.
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Beyond Friday Friends group at St. Joseph's Catholic School

Vis ion
A better life for women and their 
families in Chatham-Kent.

A  n o t e  f r o m  J e a n n e  G i r a r d , P r i n c i p a l  a t  S t . J o s e p h  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l  . . .

We are a group of girls who get together on Friday nights to “hang out”, play, 
get to know each other, and have fun with their teacher, Principal and some 
female, adult mentors. Through the adult leaders, we are able to see examples 
of what a friend to friend, mother to daughter, Principal to Teacher and adult to 
child, looks like, feels like, and sounds like. We are learning how to be a good 
friend to everyone and accept differences. We have learned that we are more 
alike than we thought and we just need to take the time to get to know each 
other! Now when we are at school, we are friends with everyone, no matter 
which class or grade we are in.

W h a t  t h e  g i r l s  h a v e  t o  s a y …

"I like going because it brings me closer to the girls I would not really hang 
out with because they are in another class. I also learn about the teachers 
and mentors and what they like and discovered we have things in common. 
A lesson I can take with me through life is just because we are different on the 
outside – on the inside we are all the same. We can find something in common 
with everyone." - Justina

"I like how I get to grow my friendships with girls in other classrooms and I have 
made a bunch of new friends. This has stopped drama and we have a more 
peaceful school. I get to work together with friends and learn how to cooperate 
with others." - Victoria

The Women's Leadership Council is proud to be the Visionary Sponsor for the 
Beyond Friday Friends Program at St. Joseph Catholic School.
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I n  Mem o r i am
Louane McFadden

Louane McFadden was one of the 
first members of the local Women’s 
Leadership Council to “get active” 
with our newly formed group. 
Established in 2007, we were looking 
for members who would help 
inspire and encourage other local 
women leaders to “get on board” 
and support our efforts in providing 
a “hand up” to local women and 
children in vulnerable situations.  

Louane could always be counted 
upon to ask the right questions 
when we were charged with making 
tough decisions with limited 
financial resources … ensuring that 
our decisions were always made to 
achieve the best possible outcome 
for those seeking our help.
 
Louane was someone who, despite 
facing some of the most challenging 
issues in life, had an incredible 
strength of character and a positive 
spirit.   

"Louane was truly beautiful inside 
and out. Her inviting smile, positive 
energy and outlook on life was 
extraordinary. Louane remained 
strong and courageous throughout 
her illness and handled each day 
with such dignity and class."

Farewell, dear friend.

Sharing A Smile
Women in Situational Poverty

Danica was a recipient of A.L.L. for Kids 
funding in 2014, and presented to the WLC at 
the AGM that year.  Recently, she received a 5 
year service award through the Ontario Service 
Awards, recognizing her volunteer work with the 
Chatham-Kent Animal Rescue.  At only 8 years 
old, Danica is the youngest recipient to have 
received this award!
 
Mom, Stacey, has graduated and received her 
Medical Office Administration diploma at St. 
Clair College and is actively looking for work.
 
And now, at two years old, little sister Braelyn 
is an enthusiastic dancer at All That Jazz.   Her 
mom would like to recognize the support that 
she has received through A.L.L. For Kids and 
the Women’s Leadership Council for making this 

Two-year old Braelyn 
G. getting ready for her 
dance class at All That 
Jazz.  

Thanks to the WLC a 
college student is able 
to provide grocieries 
for her family.

In 2016, the WLC provided bursaries to two low-
income students to help with their educational 
needs. It has allowed these students to be successful 
in their program and move forward in their chosen 
careers. 
 
“I am so excited to get out in the community and 
help people, the way the Women’s Leadership 
Council funding helped me when I needed it.  
Going to college is rewarding but a struggle at 
times. I am so thankful for the Women’s Leadership 
Council and their help for me and my little ones.” 
- Tiffany P. 

The Women’s Leadership Council works 
closely with the Chatham-Kent Women’s 
Centre. Often women who are leaving 
the centre need additional supports to 
be successfully housed, and often have 
additional needs that are not covered by 
other sources.

In this particular case, a young child was in need of significant dental work and 
mom didn’t have all of the resources to complete required procedures. The 
Women’s Centre approached the WLC for a grant so that the daughter’s teeth 
and jaw alignment could be corrected, preventing further discomfort in the 
future. 

In mom’s words, “I was embarrassed to have to ask for the money, pride can be 
a difficult thing and the staff helped me to overcome that fear and to be able 
to receive the generous gift that in turn improved my daughters life.”

Bursaries
Education

A.L.L. for Kids
Cultural Activities



Courage to Change
Health and Wellbeing
The Westover Treatment 
Centre's Courage to Change 
program for women is meant 
to be a practical guide for 
women working towards 
healing and recovery. It is a 
first step in the process and 
is meant to encourage the 
women to go on and seek 
the help they may need from 
other community services after 
completeing the program. 

The program was offered in Blenheim, 
Chatham, Tilbury and Wallaceburg.

“Guilt. Shame. Regret. No more. This 
program left me feeling free to be ME. 
Accept what was and move on! Comfort. 
Empathy. Strength. Empowered. I received 
the Courage to Change!" - Dawn L. 

"Denying what you feel will not make it 
go away. It ensures that it will never get 
resolved." - Anonymous

The WLC represents one of four funding streams 
offered by United Way of Chatham-Kent.
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Co u n c i l  E v e n t s

Grant Allocations
2016

A total of $60, 591.55 was invested in our community,  
through the Women's Leadership Council, in 2016.

Education 
$15,528.76

Cultural Activities 
$10,000.00

Health and Wellbeing 
$10,900.71

Women in Situational Poverty 
$19,146.54

Leadership Development
$5,015.54



I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e c o m e  a  m em b e r Membership Form
Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Home: Cell:

Birthday:
(So we can celebrate with you! Year not required)

Eligibility begins with an annual contribution to United Way of $1,000 or more

Cash

Please charge my credit card for a one-time gift of    $

Signa tu r e Da t e

Have a question or know someone who would benefit from 
the WLC? Please contact ...
Helen Heath
Director, Community Impact
United Way of Chatham-Kent 
p: 519-354-0430  e: helen@uwock.ca

With sincere thanks to the following WLC Members who 
serve on the Executive Committee for the 2017-2018 Term:

Executive Committee (Current)
Kate do Forno (Chair)
Maddy Barton-Hill
Kathy Biondi
Ruth Dekker
Emily Durbin
Julie Faas
Helen Heath  
Karen Kirkwood-Whyte
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Payment Method

Payroll Deduction: Please deduct  x   pay periods for a total of $  

I wish to designate $        of my gift to the Women's Leadership Council.

Cheque: Payable to United Way of Chatham-Kent             $

Visa    Mastercard Card # ExpiryCredit Card

Please charge my credit card $        on the     day of each month starting 
in January for a period of one year.

Automatic Bank Deduction: Please deduct $        on the     day of each 
month starting in January for a period of one year. A void cheque is attached. I understand 
that I may revoke authorization at any time, subject to notice. 

Mary Lynn Lister Santavy
Lori Marshall
Margery Muharrem
Beth Ortibus
Libby Passmore
Ashley Srokosz
Gayle Stucke
Monica Van Dellen

“I’ve come to believe that each of us has a personal 
calling that’s as unique as a fingerprint - and that 
the best way to succeed is to discover what you love 
and then find a way to offer it to others in the 
form of service, working hard and also allowing 
the energy of the universe to lead you.”
   

   - Oprah Winfrey


