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Who we ar e
The United Way Women’s 
Leadership Council (WLC) is a 
philanthropic network of corporate 
and community leaders using 
their collective power to create 
meaningful social change in 
Chatham-Kent.

omen's Leadership Council
United Way of Chatham-Kent

What we do
We provide opportunities to 
improve the lives of women 
and their families in vulnerable 
situations, through financial 
resources and gifts of personal 
time and talent. The real strength 
of the Women’s Leadership 
Council is that we are flexible and 
practical so we are able to do what 
needs to be done to address gaps 
in funding as well as programs and 
services in Chatham-Kent.
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CK Table Junior Edition 
Leadership Development

Ms. Kranenburg's Grade 3/4 class at Queen Elizabeth II Public School.

Vis ion
A better life for women and their 
families in Chatham-Kent.

Chefs Emily Meko and Russell Colebrook of Eat What’s Good spearheaded a 
team of engaged and passionate Grade 3 and 4 students to put on CK Table's  
Community Dinner Series Junior Edition, an amazing locally sourced meal. 

The class spent the term learning about local food and have even grown some 
of the dinner ingredients themselves! The project provides hands-on learning 
for the students in the subject areas of math, science, literacy, and social studies.

"We have been learning about our plants – what grows good beside it and 
how much space it needs to grow. We are learning to cook with local food so 
we don’t have to buy food all the time and it’s healthier. The money stays in our 
community and there is less pollution because it doesn’t have to come from far 
away."

Early in May the students teamed up with Growing Chefs Ontario to design 
the soup and salad  courses through an educational and fun class cooking 
competition, where the winning salad was served at the event. In addition to 
preparing the meal, students served the food and presented what they learned 
throughout the project to all in attendance. 

Proceeds will help send the class on their year end 
class trip and other food initiatives they choose to 
support as a group.

The Women's Leadership Council was proud to be 
the Visionary Sponsor for the event held on 2016  
MAY 28 at Queen Elizabeth II Public School.
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Tim e r a i s e r  " i "
Cultural Activities

Last year, under the Cultural 
Activities focus area, the WLC was 
the signature art sponsor for the 
second Timeraiser“i” event, held on 
2015 APR 23 co-hosted by United 
Way of Chatham-Kent and the 
Chatham-Kent Nonprofit Network. 

Timeraiser is part volunteer fair, 
part silent art auction. Throughout 
the evening, attendees meet with 
different local agencies and match 
their skills to the agency’s needs. 
Once participants have made their 
match, they are eligible to bid on 
artwork, but rather than bid money, 
they bid volunteer hours. The 
winning bidders have one year to 
complete their volunteer pledge 
before bringing the artwork home 
as a reminder of their goodwill. 

During the 2015 Timeraiser “i”, 720 
hours were pledged to 12 volunteer 
agencies and $5,004.00 was invested 
in the careers of local artists. 

Below: Artist Becky Fixter presents 
her piece "Flow" to highest bidder,  
Kate do Forno - a WLC Member , at 
United Way of Chatham-Kent's AGM. 

Operation BackPacks
Women in Situational Poverty
Operation BackPacks assists 
parents by providing their 
children with a new backpack 
containing grade appropriate 
supplies.  This allows the 
children to actively participate, 
engage and learn in the 
classroom.

“My children were excited 
about attending school 
because they knew that they 
had supplies to participate and 
succeed.”

For the last three years, the Women’s Leadership Council has been the 
Signature Sponsor of this program generously designating $15,000 annually. 
A total of 3,756 new backpacks have been distributed across Chatham-
Kent in the last three years alone.

"To give away money is an easy matter and in any man's 
power. But to decide to whom to give it, and how large and 
when, and for what purpose and how, is neither in every man's 
power - nor an easy matter. Hence it is that such excellence is 
rare, praiseworthy and noble." -Aristotle

The WLC has provided funding 
to A.L.L. for Kids for the past six 
years and has helped a total of 
303 children attend activities 
such as Girl Guides, dance or 
music lessons. “Participation 
in such activities not only 
allows children a creative 
outlet and lets them build 
social skills through peer-to-
peer interaction, but it also 
can alleviate some financial
burden to parents and  provide  
networking opportunities with 
other parents,” said Janet 
Raddatz, Program Co-ordinator.

The WLC Grants Committee 
also approved funding for the

A.L.L. for Kids and L.E.A.P.
Education

Learning, Earning and Parenting (L.E.A.P) Program in the amount of five $500 
bursaries for first year post-secondary students and three $1,000 bursaries for 
second year post-secondary students.  The program, administered through 
the Municipality’s Employment and Social Services Department, assists 
young mothers in completing their high school education. Graduates from 
the program receive a bursary to put towards their own or their child’s post-
secondary education. This can include covering the cost of tuition, books or 
the purchase of a computer. 

Kathryn Biondi, Women’s Leadership Council 
Grants Committee Member, Janet Raddatz, 
A.L.L. for Kids Program Co-ordinator, Carrie 
Avery and April Norris of the Learning, Earning 
and Parenting (L.E.A.P.) Program.



S.W.E.E.T. Recovery Program
Health and Wellbeing
The S.W.E.E.T. (Support 
Will Encourage Extraordinary 
Things) Recovery Program is an 
ongoing peer support group 
for women ages 16 and up in 
any stage of recovery. Each 
session includes discussion and 
a social/learning activity. One 
of these activities is Equine 
Therapy with sessions occurring 
once every six weeks at 
Creating Harmony From Within. 

“This social support group 
has helped me manage my 
addiction. Spending time with 
the horses was such an amazing
healing experience. Meditating and being in the moment with the horse was 
transforming. I owe my recovery to this program. Without it I would be lost.”

This program is administered in partnership with the Canadian Mental 
Health Association Lambton-Kent (CMHA) and House of Sophrosyne.
In 2015, the Grants Committee designated $4,968 to support this program.

Sharon Campbell- Rayment, Founder of Creating 
Harmony From Within, with one of her Equine 
Therapy horses, Malachi.

The WLC represents one of four annual funding streams 
offered by United Way of Chatham-Kent.
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Co u n c i l  E v e n t s

Grant Allocations
2015

A total of $74,536.26 was invested in our community,  
through the Women's Leadership Council, in 2015.

Education 
$21,892.00

Cultural Activities 
$13,000.00

Health and Wellbeing 
$18,416.70

Women in Situational 
Poverty 

$16,500.00

Leadership Development
$4,727.56



I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e c o m e  a  m em b e r Membership Form
Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Home: Cell:

Birthday:
(So we can celebrate with you! Year not required)

Eligibility begins with an annual contribution to United Way of $1,000 or more

Cash

Please charge my credit card for a one-time gift of    $

Signa tu r e Da t e

Have a question or know someone who would benefit from the WLC?
Contact Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, CEO, United Way of Chatham-Kent
p: 519-354-0430  e: karen@uwock.ca

With sincere thanks to the following WLC Members who served on the Executive and Standing Committees 
during the 2015-2016 Term:

Executive Committee
Gayle Stucke (Chair), 
Kate do Forno, Elizabeth Cummings,  
Emily Durbin, Julie Faas, Helen Heath,  
Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, Trinette Lindley,  
Louane McFadden, Joanne Trinca,  
Stephanie Watkinson

Grants Committee
Trinette Lindley (Chair),  
Kathy Biondi, Ruth Dekker, Eleanor Gleeson, 
Helen Heath, Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, Louane 
McFadden, Libby Passmore, Monica Van Dellen

Special Events Committee
Joanne Trinca (Chair), 
Julie Faas, Helen Heath, Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, 
Mary Lynn Lister Santavy
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Communications Committee
Louane McFadden (Chair),  
Maddy Barton-Hill, Emily Durbin, 
Karen Kirkwood-Whyte

Payment Method

Payroll Deduction: Please deduct  x   pay periods for a total of $  

I wish to designate $        of my gift to the Women's Leadership Council.

Cheque: Payable to United Way of Chatham-Kent             $

Visa    Mastercard Card # ExpiryCredit Card

Please charge my credit card $        on the     day of each month starting 
in January for a period of one year.

Automatic Bank Deduction: Please deduct $        on the     day of each 
month starting in January for a period of one year. A void cheque is attached. I understand 
that I may revoke authorization at any time, subject to notice. 


