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Who we are
We provide opportunities to 
improve the lives of vulnerable 
women and their children through 
financial resources and gifts of 
personal time and talent.

What we do
The real strength of the Women's 
Leadership Council is that we are 
flexible and practical so we are 
free to do what needs to be done 
to address the gaps in funding and 
service in Chatham-Kent

Hi, my name is Debbie 
Newcombe  and I am a 
recipient of a grant from 
the Women's Leadership  
Council.

My journey started 
several years ago 
when I left an abusive 
marriage. I decided to 
go back to school when 
my youngest started his 
education. Two years ago 
I returned to school part 
time  taking  the  nursing 
program. I maintained counselling for my son, achieved 
a 4.0 average, worked part-time and paid my own way 
through my first year of school. 

This past year I needed financial assistance to help me 
so I applied for assistance in bursaries and scholarships. 
OSAP turned me down. 75% of all assistance was 
unavailable to me as I am over 30. I raised  three quarters 
of the money needed to complete the last semester. 
To make up the difference I applied for help from the 
Women's Leadership Council.

With a grant from the WLC I paid the arrears owing 
and was able to complete the first year of a two year 
RPN program. I can now work as a PSW worker until 
I complete my Nursing diploma. This has eased the 
burden of getting by each month. It is a step that allows 
me to work at something I enjoy and support my son for 
the first time in his life. It allows me to be an example for 
those who struggle with freeing themselves from abuse, 
poverty or any situation no matter what their age is.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for giving me a 
chance to move forward with my life and help make my 
son's world a better place.

omen's Leadership Council
United Way of Chatham-Kent
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20 13  Fun d i n g
Al l o c a t i o n s

Cultural Activities
$13,000.00

Education
$11,130.00

Health and 
Well-Being
$9,431.28

Leadership 
Development

$2,008.00

Women in 
Situational Poverty

$16,715.02

Opportunity Fund
$2,368.06

Total: $54,652.36

The A.L.L. for Kids program helps with 
the cost of registering children into 
recreational activities in Chatham-Kent. 
The A.L.L. stands for Activities, Lessons, 
and Leisure. Through A.L.L. for Kids, the 
WLC supports cultural activities such as 
dance, music, and art.
"The A.L.L. for Kids program has 
made a difference for my children. The 
programs offered have let my children 
experience socialization, team work, 
feeling good about themselves and 
experiencing sports and camps, that I as 
a single working mother would not be 
able to offer them financially. Children 
need these opportunities to stay happy, 
healthy and focused."- Parent

Impact Stories

The WLC sponsored the Junior 
Achievement World of Choices event 
held on March 26, 2014 at the Bradley 
Convention Centre. In all, a total of 
about 70 students from grades 10 to 12 
were chosen by their schools to attend 
the event.

There were approximately 25 mentors 
from all walks of life who were assigned 
a table. The students were able to rotate 
through five tables of their choosing 
to learn more about careers they were 
most interested in.

Denise Spadotto, a 
mechanical engineer with 

Union Gas, spoke about 
careers in engineering  

to teens, including UCC 
Grade 12 student Holly 

Patrick and CKSS Grade 
11 student SophieTurner.

A.L.L. for Kids

Junior Achievement World of Choices
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Impact Stories WLC
Fa c t s

Membership has grown 
from 8 members in 2007 
to 98 members in 2013.

Since its inception over 
$220,000  has been 
allocated to benefit 
vulnerable women and 
their families within our 
community.

For 2013 and 2014 the 
WLC has been the major 
sponsor for the BackPacks 
For Kids program. In 2013 
this program distributed 
nearly 1,200 backpacks to 
students  in need across 
Chatham-Kent.

Did you know that the WLC 
allows United Way to be 
immediately responsive to 
issues effecting vulnerable 
women and their families?

Each year the WLC 
provides grants to 
highschool students 
attending Ontario 
Education Leadership 
Centre.

There is a private Facebook 
group specifically for WLC 
members to share social 
issues, gaps in services 
and learn about upcoming 
events. 

Council Events

My Sister's Closet is an event that allows vulnerable women a chance to  
spend the day getting pampered. The event, held in the gymnasium at The 
Salvation Army, allows women to get their hair and make-up done, receive 
a massage or reflexology treatment and pick out a new professional outfit. 
This day-long event also features speakers, refreshments and networking 
opportunities. Women's Leadership Council members help to plan the 
event as well as volunteer on the day. One member, after volunteering 
her time at the event had this to say about her experience, "This is why I 
joined WLC this year and I am volunteering again for this event!"

Karen Kirkwood- Whyte, 
(l) and her daughter 
Wendy Chappus (r) pose 
with author K.A. Tucker 
at WLC event held in 
January 2014. 

"I really needed the massage because my body is 
very tense from stress. Thank you!" 

"It was a lovely 
night out and a 
nice thing to do."

"Absolutely love this, it was 
amazing to have this available. 
Hope it continues to run!"

"Enjoyed it greatly! Would come again and 
would recommend it to everyone! "

In January 2014, Canadian author K.A. Tucker spoke to members and guests  
about her motivation, inspiration and how luck, hard work, and trusting her 
intuition and ability helped her to succeed in the very competitive world 
of writing novels. She shared how she manages the stress and pressure of 
having to produce creative results under strict timelines while balancing 
a busy family schedule. Tucker's work explores many social issues. 
Specifically, her most recent work - Ten Tiny Breaths - explores  the theme 
of drunk driving and the impact on all of those involved. Both the evening 
and lunch sessions were well attended. Each ended with a Q & A period 
and book signing.

My Sister's Closet



I would like to become a member Membership Form

Name

Address

Phone

Email

home cell

Birthday
(So we can celebrate with you! Year not required)

Eligibility begins with an annual contribution to United Way of $1,000 or more

Cash

Please charge my credit card for a one-time gift of    $

Signature Date

Have a question or know someone who would benefit from the WLC?
Contact Karen Kirkwood-Whyte CEO, United Way of Chatham-Kent
p: 519-354-0430  e: karen@uwock.ca

Thank you to the following WLC members who served on our standing committees during 2013-2014:

Executive Committee
Gayle Stucke (Chair), Kate do Forno, 
Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, Angela Corso,
Elizabeth Cummings, Emily Durbin, Julie Faas, 
Helen Heath, Jeanine Lassaline-Berglund, 
Trinette Lindley, Sandra Maltby-Mills, 
Stephanie Watkinson, Kellie Watson, 
Kristen Williams

Grants Committee
Trinette Lindley (Chair), Kathy Biondi, 
Eleanor Gleeson, Helen Heath, 
Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, Louane McFadden, 
Libby Passmore, Monica Van Dellen,
Kellie Watson

Special Events Committee
Jeanine Lassaline-Berglund (Chair), 
Angela Corso, Julie Faas, Helen Heath, 
Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, Mary Lynn Lister Santavy, 
Joanne Trinca
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Communications Committee
Elizabeth Cummings (Chair), Emily Durbin, 
Karen Kirkwood-Whyte, Louane McFadden, 
Kathy Vandermey

Payment Method

Payroll Deduction: Please deduct  x   pay periods for a total of $  

I wish to designate $    of my gift to the Women's Leadership Council.

Cheque: Payable to United Way of Chatham-Kent             $

Visa    Mastercard Card # ExpiryCredit Card

Please charge my credit card $        on the     day of each month starting 
in January for a period of one year.

Automatic Bank Deduction: Please deduct $        on the     day of each 
month starting in January for a period of one year. Please attach a voided cheque- you may 
revoke authorization at any time, subject to notice. 


